INFORMATIVE SPEECH ASSIGNMENT
The emphasis in this assignment is on your informative strategies, your use of supporting materials and claims, the effectiveness of your visual aides, and your use of the outline format to clarify the logical structure of your speech.  

Topic choice is open.  Make your selection based on the following:

(1)  occasion -- a class presentation of an informative speech: is this about a process; an event; people or places; an object; or a concept?

(2)  the time constraints -- 10 minutes;

(3)  the audience's interests/experiences/knowledge, expectations, and sensitivities.  

Write a brief description of your audience analysis and adaptation strategies.  Consider the audience's interests, experiences, knowledge, expectations, and sensitivities. Note: this will guide you in narrowing the topic and in selecting supporting materials. How will you appeal to your audience’s interests? What do you expect your audience to know about your topic? What difficulties do you anticipate the audience might have in understanding/accepting your information? 

Write a specific purpose(s) and thesis statement on your outline. Be careful to narrow the topic sufficiently. Consider the general purposes of an informative speech:  will you offer novel or new information, extend existing understandings, or update information?  Include a specific purpose and thesis statement on your outline.  

Identify the organizational pattern for your main ideas: chronological, spatial, topical, cause/effect.  

Write a preview statement that reflects the organizational pattern you have chosen.

You must have three different types of evidence. Write the type of evidence in the margin of your outline. Evidence can include examples and illustrations, testimony, statistics, explanations and definitions, comparisons and contrasts, or narratives. Be careful that your supporting materials are relevant, recent, and credible.

The outline must include an introduction (written in full), the body of the speech as a full sentences outline, and the conclusion (written in full).  

Write your main points with transitional phrases. Put parentheses around transitions.

The assignment requires visual aides. The visual aide or a replica should be turned in with the outline.  

A reference list must be included with your outline.  Use at least 5 sources beyond your own experiences and those of your friends and family. Use any recognized bibliographic format.

Here's what you need for this assignment:

TITLE

Audience analysis and adaptation strategies

Specific purpose

Thesis statement

Organizational pattern

Preview statement

Introduction (written out)

Body (full sentences in outline format) 

Transitions in parentheses

Margin notes:


3 types of evidence


Visual aide

Conclusion (written out)

Bibliography

Peer Evaluation

You will do a peer evaluation of another student. You should plan to take notes on the presentation in class and then review the video of the speech. 

Self Evaluation

Review the video of your presentation and complete a self evaluation.
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Informative Speech Peer Evaluation

1.  Introduction







   Why was the opening line attention-getting?

   What was the speaker’s thesis?

   Did the speaker preview the major points?

2. Major points & support


   What were the speaker’s major points?


   What forms of support did the speaker use for each 

point? Give three examples of support.

 Assess the quality of the support (credible, current, relevant, of interest).

3.  Transitions


   How did the speaker signpost the flow of the speech?


   Did the speaker use internal previews and summaries?

4.  Organization

   What organizational pattern did the speaker use?

   Was the speech easy to follow or did you feel lost? Why?

5.  Conclusion









   How did the speaker signal the conclusion?


   How did the speaker remind you of the important points?

   
   Was the closing line definite and memorable?

6. Wording

   What wording choices made the speech more effective?

   Did the speaker use oral style?

7. Visual aide


Why was the visual aide effective (or not)?


How well did the speaker handle the visual aide?

8.  Delivery

   Did the speaker use a conversational tone?

   Was there too much reading?

   Were there any distracting mannerisms?

   How did the speaker’s delivery enhance the speech?

9.  Final comments?

SELF EVALUATION

Answer the following questions in a one-page paper. Explain the choices you made that were most effective and those that you would change for your next speech.  

1. Did you accommplish your specific purposes?  Did you anticipate audience interest and response accurately?  What feedback cues did you notice and how did you respond?  

2.  Were you satisfied with the flow and coherence of your speech (comment


on the arrangement pattern, transitions, and logical connections


between your thesis, main points, and supporting materials)?

 
What did you think was your strongest (most effectively presented


and reasoned) point and why?  

3.  How comfortable and confident did you feel during the speech?  

    What factors of preparation, situation, and context were most 

    important in making you feel this way?  Comment on the effectiveness

    of the visual aide:  did you handle it smoothly, did it fit in well

    or interrupt the flow of your speech, and was the impact on the 

    audience as positive as you had anticipated?  What could you do to

    increase the effectiveness of your visual aide?

3.  What was the most effective aspect of your speech?  Why?

4.  If you could do the speech over, what would you change?  Why 

    and how?

5.  What goals do you have for improving your speech writing and

    preparation strategies? 

6.  What goals do you have for improving your delivery strategies?

